
 

Osivax Enters Research Collaboration with the NIAID for 
the Evaluation of Combination Approach to Broad-

Spectrum Influenza Vaccines  
 
Lyon, France – May 17, 2022 – Osivax, a biopharmaceutical company 
developing vaccines to provide broad-spectrum protection against highly mutating 

infectious viruses and diseases, today announced that it has entered a research 
collaboration with the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), 

part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), to conduct a preclinical evaluation 
combining Osivax’ T-cell based influenza candidate, OVX836, with a range of the 
NIAID Vaccine Research Center (VRC)’s influenza vaccine candidates. The immune 

responses produced by OVX836 involve T-cells against the nucleoprotein (NP), a 
highly conserved internal antigen across flu strains, and those produced by the 

NIAID VRC vaccine candidates involve B-cells against hemagglutinin (HA) surface 
antigens. As both approaches are directed to potential pandemic influenza strains, 

Osivax and NIAID will evaluate potential synergies between these respective 
immune responses and potential additive effects in animal challenge models in an 

effort to create improved, broad-spectrum influenza vaccines. 
 

“This research collaboration is an extension of our ongoing interactions with NIAID 
and represents a critical step forward in addressing the urgent need for an 

improved influenza vaccine to protect against influenza strains with pandemic 
potential,” commented Alexandre Le Vert, CEO and Co-Founder of Osivax. 

“In combining OVX836 with the NIAID candidates, we intend to unlock the synergy 
of pairing T- and B-cell activation to drastically improve influenza protection 

against future pandemic outbreaks. The data we will gather from this collaboration 
will be invaluable to this effort.”  

 
Osivax’ OVX836 is a nucleoprotein-targeting influenza vaccine developed using the 

company’s proprietary oligoDOM® technology. Recently published clinical data 
from the company’s Phase 2a trial revealed that OVX836 induced a significant 
increase of NP-specific cellular immune responses, including CD4+ and CD8+ T-

cells, and initial efficacy signals while being safe and well-tolerated. Osivax is 
pursuing the combination with the NIAID’s next-generation vaccine candidates as 

a strategy to significantly improve the efficacy and cross-protection against 
existing and future pandemic influenza strains. 

 
Under the terms of the collaboration, NIAID will provide its novel, self-assembling 

ferritin nanoparticles that serve as scaffolding to display multiple copies of HA 
protein, a protein expressed on the surface of influenza viruses, to Osivax for in 

vivo preclinical studies in combination with OVX836. Preclinical data from the 
NIAID vaccine candidates indicate an enhanced breadth of the immune response 

in animal models compared to traditional seasonal vaccines, thus also offering 
potential protection against influenza strains not included in the vaccine. NIAID is 

currently conducting Phase 1 clinical trials to assess safety and immunogenicity in 
humans (NCT03814720 and NCT04579250).  

 
 

http://www.osivax.com/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fimmu.2022.852904/full
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03814720
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04579250


 

 

About OVX836 
Osivax’ influenza vaccine, OVX836 targets the nucleoprotein (NP), a highly 

conserved internal antigen. Unlike surface antigens, NP is much less likely to 
mutate, providing a broader and more universal immune response. Osivax’ 

oligoDOM® technology enables the design and production of recombinant version 
of the NP which self-assembles into a nanoparticle, thus triggering powerful T-and 

B-cell immune responses. OVX836 has shown promising safety, immunogenicity, 
and efficacy in preclinical and clinical trials (Phase 1 and Phase 2a).  

  
About Osivax  

Osivax is a biopharmaceutical company leveraging its novel, self-assembling 
nanoparticle platform technology, oligoDOM®, to transform current and new 

vaccines by generating superior T-cell responses in addition to strong and 
sustained B cell responses against highly mutating viruses. The company is 

establishing proof of concept with its highly validated lead influenza candidate, 
OVX836, which is currently in Phase 2 testing with over 500 subjects tested. 
Osivax is also exploring the broader application of its technology in both mRNA 

and subunit vaccines against a variety of indications. The company will expand 
into other infectious disease indications through combinations and collaborations 

worldwide.  
 

About NIAID 
NIAID conducts and supports basic and applied research to better understand, 

treat, and ultimately prevent infectious, immunologic, and allergic diseases. For 
more than 60 years, NIAID research has led to new therapies, vaccines, diagnostic 

tests, and other technologies that have improved the health of millions of people 
in the United States and around the world. News releases, fact sheets and other 

NIAID-related materials are available on the NIAID website. 
 

For further information: www.osivax.com 
 

Contact 
Alexandre LE VERT, CEO 

contact@osivax.com 
+33 (0)9 70 30 13 80 

 

For Media Inquiries 
Trophic Communications 

Valeria Fisher or Desmond James 
Osivax@trophic.eu 

+49 (0) 172 804 1816 +49 (0) 151 678 59086 
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